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rural parts, convinced me of the fact that there is no
trace of the old Buddhistic religion in the country.
The temples are, for the most part, deserted A very
militant form of Nationalism has taken hold of the
minds of the people, and with it the desire for expan-
sion, the result of which we see in the aggressiveness
of Japan in Manchuria In other words, whatever
spirituality was in evidence in the Japanese culture,
has almost disappeared, and in its place a greed for
material gam and material advancement is evident
in all the activities of the nation
Coming now to China, which for many years dur-
ing the past half a century has come under the influence
of foreigners and Christian missionaries, we find the
stoic philosophy of Confucius giving place to an
arrogant form of Nationalism, chiefly brought into
existence by its conflict with Japan Young Chinese
students have gone to America in large numbers,
and the present modern movement in China, so far
as one can observe, is completely divorced from the
old religious systems of the people. Whatever was
good, pious and noble in the Chinese character, is
gradually being confronted with a new kind of poli-
tical ambition and a desire for consolidation of that
vast country into one nation to enable it to withstand
the onslaught of the next conquest.
Coming to Central Asia and the Near East, we
see today Neo-Mohamedanism in an aggressive
form of "International Patriotism inviting devotees